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San Leo: A Leap into the Past

Italia, 26.02.2025 [ENA]

Perched on a towering rocky spur in the hills of Montefeltro, San Leo is a medieval village that enchants
with its timeless charm. Dominated by the famous Fortress of San Leo, the prison of Cagliostro, the town
offers a unique blend of history, architecture, and breathtaking views.

Nestled in the hills of Montefeltro, in the Emilia-Romagna region, San Leo is a picturesque medieval
village that seems frozen in time. Located about 30 km from Rimini, it is easily accessible by car, offering a
scenic drive through rolling hills and breathtaking landscapes.
Founded in Roman times, San Leo flourished during the Middle Ages and was ruled by powerful families,
including the Montefeltro and the Malatesta. Its strategic position made it a coveted stronghold. The
village’s crown jewel is the Fortress of San Leo, built in the 15th century by Francesco di Giorgio Martini. 

This imposing structure, perched on a rocky cliff, offers panoramic views of the surrounding valleys and
the Adriatic Sea in the distance.
The fortress is not only an architectural marvel but also a place of historical intrigue. It was here that the
famous alchemist and adventurer Cagliostro was imprisoned and died in 1795. His cell, known as the
"Well," remains a haunting reminder of the fortress’s past as a prison.

From San Leo, visitors can enjoy stunning views of the Marecchia Valley, with its lush greenery and
charming villages. The village itself is a treasure trove of history, with its Romanesque Pieve and
Cathedral, both dating back to the 12th century.
San Leo is not just a journey through history but also a culinary delight. The local cuisine reflects the
traditions of the Montefeltro area, with dishes like passatelli in brodo, a hearty soup made with
breadcrumbs, eggs, and Parmesan cheese.

For those seeking a unique blend of history, nature, and gastronomy, San Leo is a must-visit destination.
Come and discover this enchanting village, where the past comes alive, and every corner tells a story.
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